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toward meeting international environmental goals. Since its inception, the
GEF has mobilized the strength of its partnership to drive and support the
conservation and sustainable use of the ocean.
The GEF is playing an important role in advancing innovative financial tools
to bolster the resilience of marine environments and the communities that
rely on them. For example, through its Least Developed Countries Fund and
Special Climate Change Fund, the GEF is providing essential seed financing
to develop nature insurance products aimed at protecting and restoring vital
marine ecosystems like coral reefs and mangroves.
All five of the GEF’s focal areas—international waters, biodiversity,
chemicals and waste, climate change, and land degradation—are involved in
sustaining healthy marine ecosystems. The diverse GEF projects and
initiatives that impact the ocean contribute to innovation and lasting
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This publication presents a snapshot of a large and successful portfolio of
projects supported by the Global Environment Facility that employ nature-
based solutions, foster sustainable coastal livelihoods, protect marine
biodiversity, and promote climate resilience.} }
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address this gap by examining these
factors in the Mediterranean and Black Seas using an extensive literature
review and an online survey
approach. We collated and examined a total of 208 published studies on
socioeconomic impacts of MPAs
and marine uses. We found that for fishing, the socioeconomic impacts of
MPAs were generally perceived
as negative for industrial fishing and positive for artisanal fishing. In
the online survey, we collected ca.
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across the Mediterranean
and the Black Sea. Responses from the Black Sea were systematically shifted
towards a more negative
perception of threats to MPAs compared to those from the Mediterranean Sea.
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illegal activities were considered to be the most relevant threats to MPAs
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The mismatch found between evidence of MPA effectiveness and impacts from
the scientific literature
and the results of our survey suggests that within the framework of maritime
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ecosystem-based management, effective MPA planning should be informed by
multiple sources across
regions.}
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